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Our Local will be holding nominations for Local Lodge Officers at the Sept. 15, 2009 meeting. These nominations and elections are more than just a formality, they are the true backbone of a democratic organization. The individuals nominated, and eventually elected, take their positions very seriously. They put in countless hours of their own time in order to make this local succeed and be a force for the membership it serves. 


On a personal note, I would like to thank the membership and the executive board for all their support over the last sixteen years that I have been president of this local, and with your backing I hope to continue in that capacity. 


I really enjoyed the party held on Aug. 31, 2009 for those of our members that will be taking the Early-Out from the NWA Reservation Center on Hoover, but was sorry that I could not have stayed longer. I wish all of you the best in your future endeavors or retirement. 

     I have been told that some members have asked why do we need a Union? And to this I say, it is simple. There is power and strength in numbers. Not to mention that it was unions that helped bring about the 40 hour work week, the eight hour work day, down from 12 or 14, social security and Medicare benefits, child labor laws, paid vacations and holidays, industrial safety laws, and the list goes on and on. Dr. Martin Luther King, jr. said it best nearly 50 years ago, "We are bound by an inescapable 

garment of mutuality, whatever affects one

 directly, affects all indirectly." 


In the near future I hope to write an article on how when America West and US Airways ramp workers joined forces under the union banner, they were able to improve the benefits of all the workers. 


Remember, that we are all organizers and that every vote counts.  

